
Module B: Critical Study of Texts

This module requires students to explore and evaluate a specific text and its reception in a range of contexts. It develops students’ understanding of questions of textual integrity. 

Each elective in this module requires close study of a single text to be chosen from a list of prescribed texts. 

Our text is:

………………………………………………………

Composed by:
………………………………………………………

Students explore the ideas expressed in the text through analysing its construction, content and language. They examine how particular features of the text contribute to textual integrity. They research others’ perspectives of the text and test these against their own understanding and interpretations of the text. Students discuss and evaluate the ways in which the set work has been read, received and valued in historical and other contexts. They extrapolate from this study of a particular text to explore questions of textual integrity and significance.

Students develop a range of imaginative, interpretive and analytical compositions that relate to the study of their specific text. These compositions may be realised in a variety of forms and media.

In my own words:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Construction of the play:

*structure (rising action; climax; resolution)

*soliloquies build up the action

*staging concerns

Content:

*themes – loyalty, death, revenge, deception, fate & destiny

*characters

*relationships

Language

*techniques: metaphors, personification

connotations

*word choices 

*imagery

Textual Integrity:

*timeless appeal

*universal themes

*not one singular understanding or perspective

*reflective of every ‘man’

*cathartic experience

*audiences ‘emotionally invest’ in Hamlet
Others’ perspectives:

*quotes

*critical essays by others

*research perspectives

*directors of the play

*academics

*actors/production crew

The play’s reception in other contexts:

*Elizabethan context

*Modern-day context

*Film versions

*Stage adaptations e.g. a woman playing the role of Hamlet; 

*Different settings: e.g bikie club house

Develop a range of compositions
*Analytical: essay, speech

*Imaginative: diary entry, feature article, 

*Interpretive: website home page, 
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