


1. Ear Imagery
* Act 1, Scene 5, lines 40+.  “A serpent stung me.  So the whole ear of Denmark / Is by a forged process of my death / Rankly abused.” – Ghost.

* Act 1, Scene 5, line 63.  “And in the pouches of my ears did pour / The leperous distilment.”  The Ghost explains how the poison poured into his ear curdled his blood.

* Only Hamlet is present when the Ghost reveals how he really died; the information is for Hamlet’s ‘ears’ only.

* Hamlet explains to Horatio and Marcellus that he will act mad and ‘play it by ear’ – “As I perchance hereafter shall think meet / To put an antic disposition on.”

* “Sit down a while, / And let us once again assail your ears.”  Bernardo, I;I;37-8.

* Hamlet speaking to his mother: “Here is your husband, like a mildewed ear / Blasting his wholesome brother.”  III;iv;73-4

* Polonius becomes an ‘ear’ behind the arras as he spies on Gertrude & Hamlet’s conversation.  

* Act 1, Scene 5 – Hamlet’s ear, it could be argued, has been poisoned by revenge.  “O cursed spite, that ever I was born to set it right.” 

* Gertrude doesn’t see or hear the Ghost.  “Nothing but ourselves.”  III;iv;150.
* Gertrude:  “O, speak to me no more.  These words, like daggers, enter in mine ears.”  III;iv;106-8

* Claudius:  “Her brother is in secret come from France, / Feeds on his wonder, keeps himself in clouds, / And wants not buzzers to infect his ear / With pestilent speeches of his father’s death, / Wherein necessity, of matter beggared, / Will nothing stick to our person to arraign / In ear and ear.”  IV;v;87-93

* Horatio:  “Season your admiration for a while / With an attent ear, till I may deliver, / Upon the witness of these gentlemen, / This marvel to you.”  I;ii;197-200\

* Hamlet:  “Hark you, Guildenstern, and you too.  At each ear a hearer.” II;ii;393
2. Pride/Reputation, Duty/Honour References

* Ros & Guil: “But we both obey, / And here give up ourselves in the full bent / To lay our service freely at your feet / To be commanded.”  II;ii;31-4

* Polonius:  “My liege, my madam, to expostulate / What majesty should be, what duty is…I will be brief.”  II;ii;92-3.
* Polonius:  “I have a daughter, who in her duty and obedience, mark, / Hath given me this.”  II;ii;113-4.

* Hamlet:  “This heavy-headed revel east and west / Makes us traduced and taxed of other nations - / They clepe us drunkards,…it takes / From our achievements.”  I;iv;19-23

* “…and there put on him / What forgeries you please – marry, none so rank / As may dishonour him.”  Polonius speaking to Reynaldo, II;i;20-2

* “By indirections find directions out.”  Polonius, II;i;71

* “My lord, that would dishonour him.”  Reynaldo’s protest.  II;i;29

* “Together with that fair and warlike form / In which the majesty of buried Denmark / Did sometimes march?”  Horatio I;i;55-8

* “In that and all things will we show our duty.”  Voltemand & Cornelius. I;i;40

* “Do you consent we shall acquaint him with it / As needful in our loves, fitting our duty?”  Horatio I;i;186-7

* Laertes – “Your leave and favour return to France / From whence though willingly I came to Denmark, / To show my duty in your coronation, / Yet now, I must confess, that duty done / My thoughts and wishes bend again toward France.”  I;ii;52-6.

* Laertes – “Exchange forgiveness with me, noble Hamlet.”  V;ii;344

* Laertes – “I am satisfied in nature, / Whose motive, in this case, should stir me most / To my revenge, but in my terms of honour / I stand aloof, and will no reconcilement / Till by some elder masters of known honour, / I have a voice and precedent of peace, /To keep my name ungored.”  V;ii;242-8

* Horatio:  “As I do live, my honoured lord, ‘tis true, / And we did think it writ down in our duty / To let you know of it.”  I;ii;230-2
* Laertes to Ophelia – “But you must fear, / His greatness weighed, his will is not his own. / For he himself is subject to his birth: / He may not, as unvalued persons do, / Carve for himself, for on his choice depends / The safety and health of this whole state.”  I;iii;19-24

* Polonius:  “I must tell you, / You do not understand yourself so clearly / As it behoves my daughter and your honour…(lines 101-2) Tender yourself more dearly or…you’ll tender me a fool.”  I;iii;114

* Ophelia:  “I shall obey, my lord.” I;iii;141
3. Nature & Garden Imagery
* “I find thee apt, / And duller shouldst thou be than the fat weed / That roots itself in ease on Lethe wharf / Wouldst thou not stir in this.”  Ghost – I;v;36-9

* “The serpent that did sting thy father’s life / Now wears his crown.” Ghost – I;v;44-5
* “As stars with trains of fire, and dews of blood / Disasters in the sun; and the moist star / Upon whose influence Neptune’s empire stands / Was sick almost to Doomsday with eclipse…Have heaven and earth together demonstrated / Unto our climatures and countrymen.”  Hoartio applies his scholarly knowledge about the unnatural events that precede horrible incidents.  I;i;126-137

* Claudius:  “How is it that the clouds still hang on you?”

Hamlet:  “Not so, my lord.  I am too much in the sun.”

Queen:  “Good Hamlet, cast thy nighted colour off…”

I;ii;67-9

* Ghost:  “Taint not thy mind, nor let thy soul contrive / Against thy mother aught.  Leave her to heaven / And to those thorns that in her bosom lodge, / To prick and sting her.”  I;v;90-3

* Hamlet watching the play, “Come: the croaking raven doth bellow for revenge.”  III:ii;250

* Hamlet after Claudius’ guilt is shown: “Why, let the stricken deer go weep…Would not this, sir, and a forest of feathers, it the rest of my fortunes turn Turk with me, with two Provincial roses on my razed shoes, get me a fellowship in a cry of players, sir?”  III;ii;267-274

* Claudius:  “What if this cursed hand / Were thicker than itself with brother’s blood, / Is there not rain enough in the sweet heavens / To wash it white as snow?”  III;iii;46-9

* Hamlet:  “’Tis an unweeded garden, / That grows to seed.  Things rank and gross in nature / Possess it merely.  That it should come to this!”  I;ii;137-9

4. Supernatural Imagery
* Hamlet:  “By heaven, I’ll make a ghost of him that lets me.”  I;iv;93.

* Hamlet:  “The spirit that I have seen / May be the devil, and the devil hath power / To assume a pleasing shape.”  610-2

* Hamlet: “’Tis now the very witching time of night, /When churchyards yawn and hell itself breathes out contagion to this world.  Now could I drink hot blood. “  III;ii;381-3
5. Corruption & Infected Imagery

*  Hamlet:  “All is not well.  I doubt some foul play…Foul deeds will rise, / Though all the earth overwhelm them, to men’s eyes.”  I;ii;270-4

* Hamlet:  “My wit’s diseased.”  III;ii;315

* Claudius:  “O, my offence is rank, it smells to heaven.  / It hath the primal eldest curse upon it, / A brother’s murder.”  III;iii;39-41

* Claudius:  “In the corrupted currents of this world / Offence’s gilded hand may shove by justice, / And oft ‘tis seen the wicked prize itself / Buys out the law.”  III;iii;60-3

* Also see the essay by Caroline Spurgeon.
Imagery in


Hamlet





Ear Imagery





Natural /Garden Imagery





Corruption/Infected Imagery











Supernatural Imagery 




















Pride/Reputation, Duty/Honour Imagery








